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NIGHT TIME LIGHTING ELEMENTS
NIGHT ELEMENTS - PROJECTION OF STARS FROM STAR GATE ON BUILDING CANOPY

MEMORIAL ELEMENTS AT PLAZA
MEMORIAL ELEMENTS

STAR GATE PORTAL

UPLIGHTS FROM GRADE CREATING DRAMATIC BUILDING NIGHT LIGHTING EFFECTS

GHOSTED ETCHED OR BLASTED NAMES VISIBLE FROM UPPER PEDESTRIAN DECK LEVEL.

FEATHER & FLOATING STARS BETWEEN PEDESTRIAN VIEWING LEVELS

FOUNTAIN WATER FEATURE ADDED TO EXISTING REFLECTING POND

MEMORIAL POEM SET IN REFLECTING POND STAR
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Description Narrative  for 9/11 Sculpture

The space is cylindrical and vertical at the center of the Theme Building.  The concept started with a poem that I wrote in response to the feelings generated by  reading the RFP paperwork.  It is centered around the thoughts of positive chilhood dreams to fly like a bird.  That concept is at the heart of civilian aviation in the United States that started at Kitty Hawk.   The poem also addresses the airport as a strategic cultural access to America,  and how others see us as ambassadors.  Finally it addresses nat particularly the individuals lost as the result of 9-11,  but their relationships to all of those that they left behind as family, friends, co-workers............  In realilty, when these events happened,  it was a tragic synchronicity. It could have been anyone that you or I know.  

The poem is a set of perfectly matched contrasting metals - #316 stainless steel (blasted) and polished silica bronze copy.  It is the face of a 5 pointed dimensional faceted star that is a door fallen off of a hinge in space.  It has come to rest in the reflecting pool - fountain at the center of the courtyard. The doorway is the openning of the  observation deck overhead.  It is a negative space of blasted and mirror polished stainless steel wedges.  Cut from the wedges are stars for each of the people (excluding the terrorists)  on the California bound aircraft. Visable from below the surface is blasted (#230- ambient reflection) In the landscaping at two corners of the star in the fountain and at two other points that serve as structural support / attachment are 4 spotlights that send light upwards.  The bead blasted surface showers a subtle reflection back to the pond/poem star for nightime viewing.   On the top side of the wedges vieable from the observation deck railing area are all of the names of the people glass bead blasted into a mirror polish faces.  The uplights create a nightime vision of stars on the bottom side fo the roof canopy 65 feet in the air.  The text of the poetry is readable starting from any panel and is generally cyclical and draws the reader to follow a complete circle in the space.  
In the openning of the star, there are intended to be 4 cable suspended star capsules with earth from all the site crashes.  

The pieces are easily removeable and require no major alterations to any feature of the historic character other than a set of plumbing fittings to redirect the flow of water thru the  center of the star - door that has come to rest in the fountain.

The concept is of a  home of the brave,  which was created and defined on September 11th, 2001.  Please review the drawings, text and layouts, which though only preliminary express a whole that is respectful and positive.
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LAX 9-11 MEMORIAL POEM  - 2nd stanza
home of the brave


every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

It reflects the most basic of human desires.  To live, love,
share, work & give, as one dreams, as our hearts direct, as 
the breeze blows round the globe.  
To be free, to fly like a bird is an American reality, christened
at Kitty Hawk into a phenomenon that is an essence of 
American freedom.  
This land is home to more people who have experienced
freedom thru flying than in the rest of the world throughout 
time.
Today this airport is the new Ellis Island & among the busiest
of this earth.  Travellers come & go thru this airport.  To all,
they are ambassadors.  They represent the invisible matrix of 
this land & all of its people to all of the other mosaics of 
culture, nation & society.  In their eyes can be seen the
opportunities that freedom offers.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

Gaze up & behold our broadest frontier:  These high spaces
cannot be bought or sold, possessed or even fully comprehended.
This is space, forever shared.  It is the playground of aviators,
the quicksilver energy of the American psyche.  It is our field
of dreams, expansion of our perspectives, empowerment for all 
our hopes & energy for optimism.  Thru this airport our mothers,
friends, wives, fathers, co-workers, husbands, families & our 
children all pass.  We ourselves busily come,  we scurry & go.
This airport at the edge of the broadest frontier is a first
step across the threshold into the houses of America.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

On a beautiful & brilliant autumn morning at the 
beginning of this millennium, some of us did not 
arrive on our scheduled flights, across this last innocent
frontier of our shared childhood dreams of wings to fly.
A new American house appeared miraculously out
of the darkness.  It cannot be surveyed or possessed.
It is visited only when looking beyond what can be seen.
It is constructed of ashes, reflection, shared respect &
the essential substance of American character.
Our dearest friends moved into the home of the brave.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to bravely fly

Home of the Brave,  written & copyright 2002,  Eileen Ruth Webb, All Rights Reserved.  
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PLAN VIEW - THEME BUILDING
w/ sculpture & lighting projection on canopy roof

Enlarged Plan View
cutaway view w/ all elements

no scale



PLAN VIEW OF MEMORIAL
PLAN VIEW OF MEMORIAL 

FOUNTAIN IN COURTYARD OPENING, WITH PROJECTION OF STARS LOCATED ON BUILDING CANOPY (reflected view)

ELEMENTS IN PLAN VIEW
PLAN VIEW OF OPENING BETWEEN FLOORS AND STAR GATE with POEM STAR in FOUNTAIN with FEATHER ELEMENT.  

The memorial elements are generally centered in the landscape area & under the between deck opening.

4 UPLIGHTS  are placed outside of the reflecting pond, with a STRUCTURAL SUPPORT TRUSS bridge similar to an internal aviation wing component to support the STAR POEM above the water level.

Dashed lines delineate the existing reflecting pond location which is offset in landscape area.  Largest circle is the overall current  landscape area with pedestrian visibility from all sides.
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MEMORIAL DETAIL ELEVATION
cutaway view w/ all elements

no scale



9-11 LAX MEMORIAL ELEMENTS
LIGHTED STARS FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL. CASTING LIGHT UPWARDS AT THE MEMORIAL

CUT STARS IN THE STAR GATE PORTAL BETWEEN FLOORS - visible from both above & below.

UPPER FACE OF STAR GATE PORTAL WITH INDIVIDUAL MEMORIAL NAMES LIGHTLY BLASTED INTO MIRROR POLISHED FACE,  MAKING THEM READEABLE ONLY FROM THE OBSERVATION OR UPPER PEDESTRIAN LEVEL AT THE MEMORIAL

FLOATING , DESCENDING SUSPENDED FEATHER SCULPTURE BELOW THE PORTAL

MID AIR - SUSPENDED FLOATING STAR ELEMENTS WITHIN THE STAR GATE PORTAL

STAR FOUNTAIN POND ELEMENT WITH MEMORIAL POEM.  READABLE FROM BOTH THE UPPER PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY AND FROM ALL SIDES OF THE GROUND LEVEL COURTYARD,  IT ENCOURAGES AN IN THE ROUND EXPERIENCE TO REMEMBER THE INDIVIDUALS WHO PERISHED AND OUR UNIQUE PLACE AS WORLD AVIATION PIONEERS.

FOUNTAIN ELEMENT ADDED TO EXISTING REFLECTING POND
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FLOATING STAR ELEMENTS
FLOATING STAR ELEMENTS

THE FLOATING STARS ARE ACTUAL CAPSULES CONTAINING DEBRIS FROM EACH AIRCRAFT  LOST DURING THE EVENTS OF 9-11.  

Transitting across the American airspace these 3 dimensional star elements contain a tiny bit of ash or debris from each of the individual commercial flights lost that day.  Neither in the sky or on the ground,  the stars are represented within the star portal between the building levels.  They are no of this world, or the next,  but victims of a moment.  The cable suspension is the trajectory path of each on that morning.

PORTAL STAR GATE ELEMENT
PORTAL STAR GATE ELEMENT

STRATEGICALLY PLACED BETWEEN BUILDING LEVELS IN A CIRCULAR OPENING,  THE VOID OF THE POND STAR IS  REMOVED FROM A CIRCLE THAT FILLS THE SPACE.  

Created in 5 separate pie shaped segments of #316  stainless steel,  there is one individual 5 pointed star cut from the element,  to acknowledge the indivuduals lost.  The stars are different sizes and randomly scattered, representing the uniqueness of each human life.

The lighting elements below at the fringes of the pond,  cast a dramatic light upwards.  Theses floodlights throw the star silhouettes above to the walls, & canopy of the distinct Theme Building architecture.  Given ambiant lighting and time of day,  these stars can be visible from Century & Sepulveda Boulevards,  in addition to pedestrian & other traffic at the various airport terminals.

LIGHTED STARS FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL
LIGHTED STARS FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL.

The cylindrical void between floors, visitors at the existing second floor railing,  as well as the building overhangs become projection sites for the pierced stars  created by the star gate portal cuts with the uplights below.


home of the brave

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

It reflects the most basic of human desires. To live, love,
share, work & give, as one dreams, as our hearts direct, as
the breeze blows round the globe.

To be free, to fly like a bird is an American reality, christened
at Kitty Hawk into a phenomenon that is an essence of
American freedom.

This land is home to more people who have experienced
freedom thru flying than in the rest of the world throughout
time.

Today this airport is the new Ellis Island & among the busiest
of this earth. Travellers come & go thru this airport. To all,
they are ambassadors. They represent the invisible matrix of
this land & all of its people to all of the other mosaics of
culture, nation & society. In their eyes can be seen the
opportunities that freedom offers.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

Gaze up & behold our broadest frontier: These high spaces

cannot be bought or sold, possessed or even fully comprehended.

This is space, forever shared. It is the playground of aviators,
the quicksilver energy of the American psyche. lItis our field

of dreams, expansion of our perspectives, empowerment for all
our hopes & energy for optimism. Thru this airport our mothers,
friends, wives, fathers, co-workers, husbands, families & our
children all pass. We ourselves busily come, we scurry & go.
This airport at the edge of the broadest frontier is a first

step across the threshold into the houses of America.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

On a beautiful & brilliant autumn morning at the
beginning of this millennium, some of us did not

arrive on our scheduled flights, across this last innocent
frontier of our shared childhood dreams of wings to fly.
A new American house appeared miraculously out

of the darkness. It cannot be surveyed or possessed.

It is visited only when looking beyond what can be seen.
It is constructed of ashes, reflection, shared respect &
the essential substance of American character.

Our dearest friends moved into the home of the brave.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to bravely fly

EAGLE FEATHER SCULPTURAL ELEMENT

SYMBOLIC OF AMERICANS AS A FEATHER AS A PART OF
THE WHOLE EAGLE AND NATIONAL BIRD, IT REPRESENTS
THE INDIVIDUAL AND FALLEN VICTIMS OF 9-11. THE
MYTHOLOGY OF DAEDALUS & ICARUS AND THE
AMERICANS AS PIONEERS OF MODERN FLIGHT, IT
DEPICTS THE OUR PLACE IN BOTH TRIUMPH & TRAGEDY.
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EAGLE FEATHER SCULPTURAL ELEMENT

SYMBOLIC OF AMERICANS AS A FEATHER AS A PART OF THE WHOLE EAGLE AND NATIONAL BIRD,  IT REPRESENTS THE INDIVIDUAL AND FALLEN VICTIMS OF 9-11.  THE MYTHOLOGY OF DAEDALUS & ICARUS AND THE AMERICANS AS PIONEERS OF MODERN FLIGHT,  IT DEPICTS THE OUR PLACE IN BOTH TRIUMPH & TRAGEDY.
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FEATHER SYMBOLISM
FEATHER SYMBOLISM

THE FEATHER REPRESENTS THREE DISTINCT VALUES

THE MYTH OF DAEDALUS & ICARUS,  with the inherent human potential for disasterous calamity from engaging in courageous or heroic risk

THE FEATHER AS PART OF THE BALD EAGLE, THE NATIONAL BIRD - Americans are the pioneering force of modern aviation

THE FEATHER AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INDIVIDUAL - fragile, graceful and without attachment to the whole,  incapable of individual flight,  just as Americans and all participants in the realm of modern commerial aviation are a  fragile component.

FOUNTAIN ELEMENT
FOUNTAIN ELEMENT

CUSHIONING THE FALL OF THE FEATHER,  IT SYMBOLIZES BOTH GRIEF AND RENEWAL.

STAR FOUNTAIN ELEMENT
STAR FOUNTAIN ELEMENT 

REPRESENTING A FALLEN PORTAL FROM ABOVE,  THE 5 POINTED STAR IS REMINISCENT OF A MILITARY INSIGNIA,  AND HEAVY DIMENSIONAL VAULT DOOR, BLASTED FROM ITS HINGES, COMING TO REST IN THE FOUNTAIN POND.

THE STAR IS MULTIDIRECTIONAL TO ALLOW VISITORS TO THE MEMORIAL TO VISIT FROM ANY SIDE,  READING THE MEMORIAL POEM ON ANY FACE OF THE STAR, REFLECTING ON ITS MESSAGE.

The events of 9-11 drew the common American and others into a conflict that does not fit our previoius experience or definition of war.  The star in the fountain pond is both initiation and portal thru which American civilians passed on 9-11.

LAX 9-11 MEMORIAL POEM  - 2nd stanza
home of the brave


every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

It reflects the most basic of human desires.  To live, love,
share, work & give, as one dreams, as our hearts direct, as 
the breeze blows round the globe.  
To be free, to fly like a bird is an American reality, christened
at Kitty Hawk into a phenomenon that is an essence of 
American freedom.  
This land is home to more people who have experienced
freedom thru flying than in the rest of the world throughout 
time.
Today this airport is the new Ellis Island & among the busiest
of this earth.  Travellers come & go thru this airport.  To all,
they are ambassadors.  They represent the invisible matrix of 
this land & all of its people to all of the other mosaics of 
culture, nation & society.  In their eyes can be seen the
opportunities that freedom offers.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

Gaze up & behold our broadest frontier:  These high spaces
cannot be bought or sold, possessed or even fully comprehended.
This is space, forever shared.  It is the playground of aviators,
the quicksilver energy of the American psyche.  It is our field
of dreams, expansion of our perspectives, empowerment for all 
our hopes & energy for optimism.  Thru this airport our mothers,
friends, wives, fathers, co-workers, husbands, families & our 
children all pass.  We ourselves busily come,  we scurry & go.
This airport at the edge of the broadest frontier is a first
step across the threshold into the houses of America.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to fly

On a beautiful & brilliant autumn morning at the 
beginning of this millennium, some of us did not 
arrive on our scheduled flights, across this last innocent
frontier of our shared childhood dreams of wings to fly.
A new American house appeared miraculously out
of the darkness.  It cannot be surveyed or possessed.
It is visited only when looking beyond what can be seen.
It is constructed of ashes, reflection, shared respect &
the essential substance of American character.
Our dearest friends moved into the home of the brave.

every person as a child, dreams to have wings to bravely fly




